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To  an  Address  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  His  Excellency,  the  Qovernor  General,  praying 

His  Excellency  to  cause  the  proper  Officer  to  lay  before  the  House,  copy  of  the  Statistical 

Report  of  the  Su[ierintendent  of  Education  for  the  year  1 843. 

By  Command, 

D.  DALY, 

Secretary. 
Secretary's  Office, 
30th  Januar},  1845. 
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(Copy.) 

STJITISTICJL  REPORT  on  ELEMEATJRY  EDUCJITIOJ^,  showing  the  number  of 

Schools  in  operation  in  Canada  East,  tohich  have  a  claim  to  the  Government  Mocalionfar 

1843,  which  Report  and  the  following  Table  are  theresult  of  two  Tables  presented  to  His 

Excellency,  the  Oovcmroa  General,  by  the  Superintendent,  on  the  20th  Jprilandthe 

5th  Jtdy,  1844. 

May  it  please  Your  Excbllbhct, 

An  Act  passed  by  the  Provincial  Parliament,  (18th  September,  1841,)  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenunce  of  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Province  of  Canada,  provides  a  sum  of 
jC50,000  Currency,  to  be  divided,  in  the  first  place,  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Province,  . 
Canada  East  and  Canada  West ;  and  secondly,  to  be  distributed  annually  amongst  the  Muni- 
cipal Districts  in  each  section,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  over  five  and  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  that  shall  appear,  by  the  census  then  last  taken  of  (he  Province,  to  be 
resident  within  each  District,  respectively. 

The  same  School  Act  further  provides  that  the  Council  of  each  Municipal  District  shall 
be  a  Board  of  Eiliicntion,  the  duties  of  which,  as  such,  shall  be  to  divide  the  several  Parishes 
and  Townships,  within  their  Municipal  District,  into  School  Districts,  and  to  furnish  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Education,  a  report  of  such  division,  and  likewise  an  Annual  Report  of  the 
Scnools  in  operation ;  also,  to  apportion  and  distribute  to  each  of  the  ]\Iunicipal  Districts  its 
share  of  the  School  Fund  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  residing  therein  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  to  cause  to  be  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  each  School  District,  sums  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  equal  their  respective  share  of  the  School  Grant. 

The  same  Act  further  provides  for  the  election  of  School  Commissioners  in  every  Parish 
and  Township,  to  take  the  charge  and  direction  of  the  school  established  in  each  of  thrm,  and 
placed  under  their  control,  according  to  the  same  Act,  and  whose  principal  duties  are  to  e\am- 
ine  and  appoint  the  school  teachers  ;  to  prescribe  to  them  the  books  to  be  used,  a  nd  the  regu- 
lations to  be  followed  in  their  schools;  to  visit  the  said  schools  several  times  during  the  period 
of  instruction,  and  to  make  a  faithful  report  of  the  whole,  once  a  year,  to  the  Wardens  of  the 
Municipal  Districts. 

By  the  same  Act,  it  is  further  provided,  that  to  entitle  any  school  to  the  advantages  of  Uie 
Government  allocation,  the  following  conditions  must  have  been  complied  with,  viz : 

1st.  The  school  shall  have  been  placed  under  the  control  of  School  Commissioners. 

2nd.  The  school  shall  have  been  open  nine  months  during  the  year,  and  shall  have  been 
aily  attended  by  at  least  fifteen  children. 

3rd.  The  Reports  required  shall  have  been  regidarly  made  to  this  Office. 

4th.  A  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  Government  allocation  to  each  District   BlbU**^"*!^**'  Q^lkliil 

respectively,  shall  have  been  paid  by  the  inhabitants  towards  the  support  of  tiie  Elementary    ^  «i«s'Ji''''*  °*       ~^ 
Schools  placed  under  the  control  of  the  School  Commissioners.  a,    I'Unir^f'i'** 

However,  by  the  sixth  clause  of  the  Act,  it  is  provided  that,  good  and  sufficient  reasons    '/^    ._  ^ 
being  produced,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretionary  power, 
may,  in  certain  cases,  release  the  School  Districts  from  the  necessity  of  compliance  with  the 
above  conditions. 

The  Municipal  Councils,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  have  not  generally  co-optrated,  in  the  lower 
section  of  the  Province,  towards  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  Common  Schools  in 
their  Districts,  and  the  schools  have  not  all  been  kept  for  the  period  of  nine  months  in  the 
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year  ;  and,  althou;;h  Your  Excellency  was  apprized  of  the  case  mentioned  in  my  Report  on  the 
same  subject  for  1842,  still,  havin;:;  in  the  meantime,  drawn  yonr  favourable  consideration  to  sev- 
eral principal  facts  which  were  of  a  nature  to  prove  in  A  satisfactory  manner,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants nave  accented  the  Common  School  Act  passed  in  1841,  until  new  Legislative  Provisionsi 
are  made  for  tlie  object  of  education,  Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  approve  of  my  Report 
in  Council,  and  to  grant  the  allocations  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  schools  mentioned  therein. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Common  School  Act  having  in  contem- 
plation, as  it  appears  by  the  6th  clause  quoted  above,  the  possibility  of  a  want  of  observance 
of  certain  forms  and  requirements,  on  the  part  of  the  local  administrators  of  the  said  Act,  these 
forms  and  requirements  are  not  ail  rendered  indispensable.  Indeed,  the  actual  operation  of  the 
Common  Schools  in  a  useful  manner,the  sums  of  money  necessary  for  their  support  being  levied 
tipon  the  inhabitants  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  the  forwarding  of  the  Reports  thereof  to 
the  Education  Office,  appear  to  be  the  main  objects  of  the  law,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  your  Excellency,  that  these,  the  principal  requirements  of  the  law, 
have  been  complied  with  by  the  inhabitants  generally,  for  1843. 

The  allocations  which  were  granted  last  year,  in  behalf  of  the  schools  of  1842,  have  con- 
tributed to  give  a  great  impulse  to  the  measures  which  were  already  in  progress  for  the  promo- 
tion of  education  in  this  section  of  the  Province.  The  schools  which  were  then  in  existence 
arc  now  conductcil  upun  an  improved  plan  ;  School  Commissioners  are  elected  every  where, 
better  teachers  are  procured,  more  strict  regulations  are  observed;  many  new  schools  have  been 
established  in  localities  wherein  there  were  none  before ;  greater  sacrifices  are  making,  and 
the  schools  are  generally  operating  in  a  more  methodical  and  useful  manner,  equally  for  the 
better  advantage  of  the  children  of  every  origin  and  creed. 

In  the  above  statement,  I  allude  principally  to  the  exertions  which  are  making  in  1844  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenrmce  of  good  schools  throughout  this  section  of  the  Province  ; 
but,  as  to  the  progress  of  education  in  1843,  especially  since  the  grant  of  the  government  allo- 
cation, I  cannot  prove  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  by  comparing  the  total  number  of 
the  schools  which  had  a  claim  to  the  School  Grant  for  1842,  with  that  contained  in  the  following 
table : 

In  1 843,  the  total  number  of  the  said  schools  is, 1298 

In    1842,  the  total  number  was,  including  thirty  schools,  to  which  the  allocation 
was  distributed  from  the  jf500  granted  by  a  responsible  warrant 66 1 

Augmentation  in  1843, 637 

Still,  the  schools  are  as  yet  far  from  being  generally  what  they  should  be,  and  whiit  they 
no  doubt  would  be,  with  the  daily  helps  of  a  law  better  adapted  to  our  wants  in  that  respect, 
and  my  humble  opinion  is,  that  nothing  short  of  the  Legislative  measures  which  were  lately 
introduced  in  the  Provincial  Parliament  will  prove  efficacious  to  our  proceedings,  with  a  view 
of  procuring  to  our  youth  the  benefit  of  a  practical  education. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  organization  well  known  to  all  parties  concerned  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  School  Returnsfor  1843  were  again  generally  very  imper- 
fect, and  some  of  them  were  sent  in  very  late. 

The  incompleteness  ofthe  School  Rctu/n,  for  1843,  and  the  neglect  or  the  impossibility  of 
sending  them  to  this  Office  in  proper  time,  have  been  the  cause  of  a  great  additional  labour  and 
delay  in  the  completion  of  the  present  Report.  An  extensive  correspondence  has  been  actively 
carried  on  during  more  than  three  months  on  the  subject  of  education,  merely  to  obtain  the 
proper  information  with  regard  to  the  schools  of  1843. 

The  preceding  mode  of  action,  to  which  recourse  was  had  for  both  the  years  1842  and 
1843,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  satisfactory  information  to  lay  before  the  Government,  occasions 
likewise  a  great  additional  expense  of  postage,  which  could  be  avoided,  if  a  proper  law  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  every  person  interested  in  its  operation  and  effect.  But,  if  a  final  good 
result  can  be  attained  as  a  compensation  in  this  Office,  for  additional  labour  and  expense,  there 
can  certainly  be  none  for  the  anxiety  deeply  felt  everywhere,  especially  in  remote  localities, 
with  regard  to  obtaining  the  allocation,  and  for  the  great  comparative  loss  sustained  by  the  poor 
teachers,  for  want  of  receiving,  in  due  time,  their  small  share  of  the  public  fund. 

In  making  the  foregoing  observations,  my  object  is  threefold,  viz. : — 
1st.  To  expose  the  great  harm  done  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  important  portion  of  the 
Province,  by  the  state  of  uncertainty,  delay  and  anxiety  existing  with  regard  to  the  means  of 
procuring  education  for  their  children,  from  the  want  of  a  proper  law  sufficiently  distributed 
among  tjieiu. 
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2nd   To  show  how  dosirable  it  is  to  prompt  the  adoption  of  LeRislative  measures  of  a 
nature  to  remedy  d,c  evil,  by  at  least  removing  the  cause;  that  is.  the  dehc.ency  ol  the  School 

^''^'  qrd  To  induce  vour  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to  order  the  issue  of  money  in  behalf  of  the 
schools  inHurdr.h'e  following  T.J,le,  wlXch  has  been  made  up,  -^'v  alter  the ^ame  pnn- 
cioles  and  limitati(.ns  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  approve  ol  m  Council,  as  they 
wlire  established  in  my  Report  of  the  Schools  for  1812.  ,.,„.,,      , 

Anexactconformity  to  the re.iuircments  oftheCommon  School  Act,passcd in  1841,has  been 

and  in  the  us'efulness  of  their  own  endeavours  to  promote  .ts  cause  wuh  success^ 

The  Provincial  Parliament  has  sanctioned  all  theprocecdings  relative  to  the  Schools  of  1842, 
Kv  .n  Act  medn  its  last  Session  to  that  effect,  and  the  same  Act  authorizes  the  same  mode 
S  actioi  wUh  rXd  o  the  Schools  of  1813;  indeed,  placed  in  the  same  circumstances  and 
,1  action  ^»"  ;\"7'  .lifficulties  the  friends  of  educat  on  are  in  the  same  embarrassment, 
'''Trr-of^e  need  trsamSlg^^^^^^  and  aid  in  behalf  their  Schools  for  184r?,  which  they 
SSin  rc:;^he'  ScritSe  previous  yea.  But  in  1843,  '^^^-Jj^,  J- -^l^- 
t  comply  with  the  -quire-nts  of  .he  CV,n™^^^^^^^        Law  pas-    -  1^;";;^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

i;;cTirr.;"c&Thalf'^^^^^^^^^^^  followingtable.and  I  hope 

your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  it  readily. 

The  whole  is,  however,  humbly  submitted. 


{Signed,) 


J.  B.  MEILLEUR. 
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•21    SYDENHAM    .... 

■i5 

25 

605      645     4 

5 

703     3 

8 

281     0 

0 

281      0 

0 

•22    TEUREHONNE     .  . 

27 

27 

1022      838     7 

10 

947     3 

10 

429  19 

11    !     946     0 

0 

516     0     1 

23  iTllREE  RIVERS.  . 

40 

40 

1376      583     1 

II 

677     0 

Oi 

466     9 

11 

1092     0 

0 

625   10     1 

34  iTWO   MOUNTAINS 

"' 

2 

13 

69 
1298 

1990    1325      1 

9* 

1803  18 

1073     0 

0 

1-234     0 

0 

181     0     0 

Total  .  .  . 

i'2n2 

23 

3939726399     5 

1 

fi» 

30761    14 

1 

2*17131    18 

<*} 

-toooo    0 

0 

2868     1     3  J 

